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[ Library-The Old Building])
On April 23, 1958, attendees at the 55™ faculty conference suggested that
Kaohsiung Medical University (KMU) should strive for funds from USA
Aids to build a library.  With the assistance of Dr. Robert L. Cherry,
Director of Public Health in the International Cooperation Administration
(ICA), KMU was able to obtain a NT$500,000 from ICA and raise
NT$2,500,000to build the library.  With approval from the Ministry of
Education and the Council for United States Aid (CUSA), construction
onthe Old Building was launched on December 18, 1959. Construction
was completed on April 13, 1961 despite the floods in1959. Designed
by Haigo Shen & Partners, Architects & Engineers and  built by Wen
Rui Construction CO.,LTD, the project eventually cost
NT$1,864,956.20(electricity and and sanitary and draining system

included). A three-story building, it underwent additional construction



in 1983 at a cost of NT$5,788,000 and was refurbished in 1990. Having a
floor area of just 1993.34 square meters, the Old Building was unable to
satisfy the needs of the increasing number of students and faculty.
Consequently, KMU began planning the construction of the New

Building in 2002 to meet the growing demand for study space..
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[ Library-The New Building]

Construction on the New Building began on September 15, 2005 at a cost
of NT$48,000,000. Designed by King Shih Architects and built by the
United Steel Engineering & Construction Corporation, it has a floor area
of 1933.38 square meters. At the time of its completion, it was the first
RC tree structure in the world, a design facilitated by the renowned
structural designer Masatoshi Tomita. Ginkgo leaf motifs were inlaid on

the glass facade of the building so that it resembles a forest.






